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Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows. 

In the Claims 

Please substitute the claim set in the appendix entitled Clean Version of Pending Claims 
for the previously pending claim set. The substitute claim set is intended to reflect amendment of 
previously pending claims 1, 14, 15, 32, and 36-43, and addition of new claims 52-53. The 
specific amendments to individual claims are detailed in the following marked up set of claims. 



1. (Amended) A device, comprising: 

a backplane with at least one expansion slot and with an upstream connector for 
connecting with a computer via a serial bus, wherein the device is external to the computer : and 

at least one expansion card for coupling with the expansion slot, the expansion card 
including at least one port to provide an interface with the computer. 

14. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the control module includes a port for 
providing a serial communication link to a computer. 

15. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the communication link includes a 
USB link and further includes power. 

32. (Amended) A system comprising: 
a legacy free personal computer (PC); 

a housing containing an uninterruptible power supply (UPS), a bus monitor and control 



